
 
 
January 7, 2025  
 
Greetings, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of  180,000 students who attend schools located in your district that 
are members of the Southeastern Wisconsin Schools Alliance. Our mission is to advocate for 
public school students by driving sound education policy, and supporting adequate and equitable 
funding and resources.  
 
To support our mission in the upcoming state budget, we have focused our requests on a few 
targeted funding areas instead of multiple to give Wisconsin school districts the flexibility to 
address their local needs. Our budget requests include: 
 
1. Special Education: Provide an increase in special education funding to cover at least 60% 
reimbursement in years one and two with the long-term goal of reaching 90% reimbursement 
over several budget cycles. This funding should be guaranteed and not prorated if costs are 
higher than anticipated (sum sufficient funding). Increases in special education funding provide 
more predictable, stable funding that supports all students due to less of a transfer from the 
school district’s general fund. 
 
2. Revenue Limit Increases: Increase the revenue limit by $415 in year one and $430 in year two 
to keep pace with inflation. This provides general, flexible, spendable revenue for school districts. 
If the state continues to invest in public education, fewer school districts will be forced to go to 
operating referendums to maintain services and cover increasing costs. 
 
Finally, the SWSA also opposes the creation or expansion of unfunded mandates that would 
further burden limited available dollars.  
 
Kindly review our request and follow up with me and your local superintendents. They are 
looking forward to sharing their successes, current financial position, staffing shortages, and 
plans to support strong academic achievement. Please reach out to me for input on potential 
legislation, constituent questions, or with any questions as the budget process progresses. 
 
Thank you for your work on behalf of public K-12 students. We look forward to working with you 
on how best to support Wisconsin students and schools. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cathy Olig 
 
Cathy Olig, SWSA Executive Director 
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